37

side of tribal behaviour. It has always been recognized
that much of the trouble is economic. Young men
tread on each other's heels. Some outlet is needed.
Openings in the -police and army are well guarded
against them. A tribal allowance is the credit against
which the British authority can operate for tribal mis-
behaviour. This is the only effective bombshell of the
political officer. " The Government will pay no more
allowances,'1 he warns the Tribal Parliament from time
to time, " if there is a single cause for complaint in the
next six months." The spell works. Money makes the
mare go. And go properly. But mere gold is not
enough. The tribal tails have also to be twisted. Many
whizzing pow-wows take place. There are many dra-
matic scenes of rough affection. A rhythmic see-saw of
raids and counter-raids. Sometimes the bait of imperial
giants is given. Landed hillmen come remarkably under
the influence of political officers. The Frontier is a maze:
of human interest and despair. There is no humdrum
advance of the Pax Britannica. The civilizing influences
are never quietly at work. Violent crimes have reached
appalling figures. Disarmament in the settled districts
has very little effect on the volume of crime.

There is an improved system of armament among
the tribes. The tribes which cannot he disarmed by the
British authority. This is a factor of outstanding im-
portance. Before the war of 1897 many of the tribes-
men acquired breech-loading rifles. Gun-runners started
a thriving trade through the Persian Gulf* There was
also a leakage from Kabul arsenals. Rifle thieves-
were even on the prowl round British cantonments*
Now and again they brought off a coup. Tribesmen-
were ready to pay fantastic prices for a British Lee-
. Metford, Fifty pounds for a gun was a common figure*-